Amendments to the Specifications: 



Please replace the last paragraph on page 3, lines 26 and 27 with the following: 

Examples of salts of these organic [[-]] and/or inorganic acids are alkali metal, alkaline 
metal or ammonium salts thereof. These organic [[-]] or inorganic acids and/or salts 
thereof may be used alone or in combination. 

Please add the following new paragraph after line 9, page 4. 

Sometimes it is advantageous to use a combination of solvents to achieve a clear fountain 
solution. This will depend on the other ingredients in the fountain solution as a general 
rule the more polar an ingredient is the more polar is the glvcol/glvcol derivative e.g.. 
ethylene glycol propylene glycol glycerin and the like. When less polar ingredients are 
present then solvents like hexamethvlene glycol dipropvlene propyl glycol ether and the 
like is favored. If both polar and less polar ingredients are in the same fountain solution 
formulation, then a combination of the appropriate solvents would be preferred. 

Please replace line 21, page 4 with the following amended line: 

Some suitable nonionic surfactants having the requisite HLB of about 2 to about +0-J2 
include those selected from the group consisting of block polymers of propylene oxide 
and ethylene oxide; block copolymers of propylene oxide and ethylene oxide and 
ethylene diamine; Ci-C2oethoxylate alcohols, amides fatty acid esters, alkanol amides, 
glycol esters, ethoxylated alkyl phenols, ethoxylated acetylenic glycols, ethoxylated 
acetylenic carbinois, silicone glycols, silicone alkylene oxide copolymers, trisubstituted 
ureas, and diesters of dicarboxylic acids. 
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Please replace line 4, page 5 with the following amended line: 



Many other anionic surfactants are 



available and could be useful if they have the required 



HLB range of about 2 to about # 12. 

Please add the following new paragraph after line 5, page 5. 



j the combi 



An nf surfactants 
(hilic-lir^dBJic. 



ypars of expert""™ i" surfacta^ t^hnnloev has tai 
dying better results than when ™lv one mrftrtant is used. The hydro 
balance ft B) rule states that the. Mbinatipn of nirftcttnts is additive based on jhe, 

^ghtoT^^ 

^^^oTS^mh^r^ Q^vithaHlBoflO^enAei^Bi- 
§lg fa S |ant ^Wion V- ™ e^ctiyeJSB of 7 5 which would be acceptableforouL 
invention. 

Please add the following to line 3 in the first paragraph on page 7. 

Typical pH's of acid fountain solutions are usually between 2.2 and 4.8 [[-]], bj^anbe. 
formulated with * pH high as about 5,5 as a limit 

Please replace line 7, page 7 with the following amended line: 

. lnorganic[[/]]a^ 

phosphate, dihydrogen phosphate, metaphosphate, pyrophosphate, acetate, citrate, 

malate and the like. 
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Please replace line 10, page 7 with the following amended line: 

• Buffering acid - 0. 1. 03 to h$ ±0 wt. % of a weak acid like phosphoric, acetic, 
malic, citric and the like. 

Please replace line 18, page 7 with the following amended line: 

Booinflitizift g Desensitizing w ater-soluble polymer - 0.5 to 10 wt. % consisting of gum 
Arabic, carboxymethyl cellulose, hydroxy propyl cellulose, dextrins or other 
polysaccharides, or mixtures thereof 

Please replace line 21, line 7 with the following amended line: 

• Glycols - -Hr hO to 10.0 wt. % of a glycol, glycol ether or glycol ester. 
Please replace line 2, page 8 with the following amended line: 

Obviously, the acid components are either eliminated or drastically reduced to achieve a 
more neutral (between 6.5 to about 7.5) ■pk-pH range. 

Please add the following amended sentence to the end of paragraph one, line 4 page 8: 

Generally, the use of water-soluble polymers for the purpose of desensitizing the plate 
are not used in neutral fountain solutions, but their use could be optional. If desired to 
use a desensitizer polymer than about 0.05 to about 5.00 wt. % is added to the fountain 
solution. 
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